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President’s Message 
By Robyn Orsini 

Happy New Year, everyone. Let us 

hope for much progress on many 

fronts—in our own lives and local 

communities and elsewhere in our 

country and world—progress leading 

to more justice, equality, fairness,   

morality, inspiration, and gratitude. 

And anything you’d to add to the list! 

January is always a busy month. There 

are so many fun activities during the 

November and December holidays 

that we tend to put business on hold 

“until the New Year.” The first week is 

usually pretty light—we’re still recov-

ering from holiday mode, after all. But 

the second week gets loaded with too 

much activity, and the stress definitely 

picks up again. 

With all the flurry attending “getting 

down to business” again, I am struck 

by how many exciting and interesting 

things are also on our plates. The 

“Idea of America” seminar begins in 

a few days, on January 17th. There are 

just  a  few  slots  left,  so  let  me know  
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      LEAGUE & COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR 
    January 

Seminar on “The Idea of America”  

Thursdays,  January 17 & 24, 2:00–4:00 pm 

McCarthy Library Community Room  

Napa Valley College 

2277 Napa-Vallejo Highway, Napa 

Email LWVNapa@gmail.com if you’d like to 

attend and to receive further details 

Third Annual Women’s March 

Saturday, January 19, 9:00–11:30 am 

Downtown Napa 

See details on pages 2 and 3. See you there. 

MLK Community Service Projects 

Monday, January 21, 9:30–4:00 pm 

Basecamp: St. John’s Parish Hall 

924 Napa Street, Napa 

10:00 am–1:00 pm: League table; see page 

2 for more information 

MLK Community Celebration 

Monday, January 21, 6:30 pm 

Napa Valley College Performing Arts Center 

2277 Napa-Vallejo Highway, Napa 

See details on page 2 

February 

Bay Area League Day 

DEI in Action – DEI in Practice? 

Saturday, February 9, 9:30 am–4:00 pm 

See details on page 3 

League Board Meeting 

Wednesday, February 13, 1:00–3:00 pm 

Umpqua Bank Conference Room 

1500 Soscol Avenue, Napa 

Members are welcome to attend 

Seminar on “The Idea of America”  

Thursdays, February 7, 14, 21 & 28,  

2:00–4:00 pm; McCarthy Library Community 

Room, Napa Valley College 

2277 Napa-Vallejo Highway, Napa 

See details on pages 1 and 2 
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right away if you’d like to be added to the list. This seminar 

will provide us with lots of thought-provoking information 

and ideas. Not bad for six weeks (12 hours) of lecture and 

discussion, free but for the price ($20) of a book of the same 

name written by our esteemed teacher, Dr. John Wilson. 

Then there’s the Third Annual Women’s March, taking 

place in Napa on Saturday morning, January 19th. (Men also 

welcome, of course.) PLEASE COME MARCH UNDER THE 

BANNER OF THE NAPA LEAGUE! Carry one of our signs. 

Wear a sash. Visit our booth. Have your picture taken with a 

replica of Inez Milholland’s horse, Gray Dawn. WHO? WHY? 

(Come and find out.) Learn about the latest in the grassroots 

movement to finally pass the Equal Rights Amendment. 

WHAT, THE ERA AGAIN? There can be no doubt that 

this march gets better and better. Please come and be 

a part of this historic event being repeated across our 

nation and around the world! 

Napa County remembers Martin Luther King, Jr. with 

its annual MLK Celebration of Compassion and    

Inspired Action. The 

Napa League is a member of the MLK Coalition, 

a group of nonprofits, faith communities, and 

service organizations that like to demonstrate 

that together we can make a difference. On MLK 

Day, January 21st, at base camp (see page 1) for 

Community Service Projects, the Napa League 

will have a table from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm to 

share information about women’s suffrage and 

the Equal Rights Amendment. You’ll want to 

have your picture taken in front of the card-

board cutout of Gray Dawn, the horse that     

suffragist Inez Milholland rode in a large    

women’s suffrage  parade in Washington, D.C., 

in 1913, the day before Woodrow Wilson was 

inaugurated as president. Our slogan is “Voting 

Rights 1920, Equal Rights 2020.”  

Above, in a kilt, John Wilson 

portrays Lord Dunsmore, a 

Scottish lord who was the 

last Royal Governor of the 

Colony  of Virginia. He left 

when revolution erupted. 
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“I have a dream that my four little    

children will one day live in a nation 

where they will not be judged by the 

color of their skin but by the content 

of their character.” Has Dr. King’s 

dream been achieved? Discuss your 

reasoning and give examples. 

After working hard on worthwhile                                                                                          

projects during the day, the Commu-

nity Celebration will commence at 

6:30 pm at the college’s Performing Arts 

Center.  The winners of the 6– to 12-

grade Dare to Dream essay contest will 

be announced and prizes given. Thanks 

to the League’s Nancy Moore who, along 

with other committee members, read 

each and every essay! 



This year’s Bay Area League Day will be held on Saturday, 

February 9th, in San Francisco. To get your ticket ($45 with 

lunch, $30 without lunch), you can go to tinyurl.com/

LeagueDay2019. Or email LWVNapa@gmail.com for a paper 

application. Let us know if you are going; we’ll be carpooling 

or taking the ferry. We’ll get a chance to hear the US League’s 

CEO, Virginia Kase, talk about “Diversity, Equity & Inclusion.” 
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9:00 am: Gather at Napa City Hall 

955 School Street, between 1st & 2nd 

Look for the Napa League’s banner 

9:30 am: March together to the Court 

House, 1135 3rd Street, at Brown Street 

Chant. Walk. Sing. Dance. Hold our signs. 

Talk with your friends. The march is 

handicap-accessible.  

After the March–11:30 am: Along 3rd 

Street, visit  tables and enjoy various  

activities. Come to the League’s booth! 

Listen to speakers and singers at the   

rally following the march. 

Coffee and food trucks will be there, 

along with porta-potties. There will be 

prizes for best signs, too! 

SHOUT-OUT SLOGAN FOR THE MARCH: 

“Show me what democracy looks like. 

This is what democracy looks like! 

Love, not hate, Makes America Great!” 
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How Did the LWVC Recommendations Fare? What Did Voters Decide? 

The LWV of California made voting recommendations on seven propositions on 
the November 6th ballot. League recommendations are based on consensus 
studies resulting in policies, as well analysis of the details involved in the       
issues. Voters disagreed with three of them, choosing to fund water and          
environmental projects (#3) and the construction for private children’s hospi-
tals (#4), and not to loosen statewide restrictions on residential rent control 

(#10). The League could not make recommendations on four propositions     
because it has no policies on the issues involved. As the table shows, Napa 
County voter tallies were remarkably similar to the statewide totals. 

Making Democracy Work® 
P.O. Box 10560, Napa CA 94559 

LWVNapa@gmail.com  Facebook/LWVNapa 

 

Prop 

# 

LWV  
Recs. 

Voting 
Outcomes 

% in CA % in  
Napa Cty 

Proposition Title 

1 YES YES 56.2% 57.9% Veterans and Affordable 
Housing Bond 

2 YES YES 63.4% 63.7% Homeless/Mental Illness 
Housing Bond 

3 NO YES 49.3% 52.5% Water & Environmental    
Projects Bond 

4 NO YES 62.7% 60.4% Children’s Hospital              
Construction Bond 

5 NO NO 59.8% 59.5% Senior Property Tax            
Reduction 

6 NO NO 56.8% 63.9% Gas Tax Repeal 

7 — YES 59.7% 60.3% Change Daylight Savings   
Period 

8 — NO 59.9% 58.7% Regulate Kidney Dialysis 
Treatment Charges 

9     None (taken off ballot) 

10 YES NO 59.4% 59.8% Allow Rent Control on     
Residential Housing (Repeal 
Costa Hawkins) 

11 EMT On-Call Breaks — YES 59.6% 59.8% 

12 Farm Animal Standards — YES 62.7% 63.5% 

way in California, and one is due to 

begin in Maryland next week. 

The question has not received the     

rigorous testing undergone with other 

questions. The Census Bureau says it 

will begin testing this summer, but 

that’s after the forms are printed, 

scheduled for June! 

Federal Judge Rules Against Citizenship Question on 2020 Census 

In the first of what are likely to be 

many court decisions, Judge Jesse  

Furman of the US District Court for the 

Southern District of New York has just 

ordered the Trump administration to 

stop its plans to add the question 

about citizenship to the 2020 census. 

It is expected that the administration 

will appeal the decision, possibly to 

the US Supreme Court. 

Plaintiffs in this case include 18 states, 

several other jurisdictions, and civil 

rights  groups. Another  trial  is under- 


