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      LEAGUE CALENDAR 
  MARCH 

“What You Need to Know about the 2018 

Watershed and Oak Woodlands Protection 

Initiative” 

Co-hosted by the Sierra Club Napa Group 

Monday, March 12; doors open 6:15 pm,  

program begins 6:30 pm, speakers 7:00 pm   

Napa County Library Community Room 

580 Coombs Street, Napa 

Education and advocacy program 

League Board Meeting 
Wednesday, March 14, 1:00–3:00 pm 
Umpqua Bank Conference Room 
1500 Soscol Avenue, Napa 
Members and nonmembers welcome 

Students on Gun Control  

Coordinated by students & Women’s March 

Saturday, March 24, 9:00 am–Noon  

Napa County USD auditorium 

Corner of Soscol and Lincoln Avenues, Napa 

Registering/preregistering students to vote 

VCA Kick-off and Training Workshop 

Community Leadership Coalition 

Thursday, March 29, two locations & times 

9:00am–Noon, N.V. College, UpValley      

Campus, 1088 College Avenue, St. Helena  

1:30–4:30 pm, N.V. College, Main Campus 

Library, 2277 Napa-Vallejo Hwy, Napa 

Training the trainers on registering to vote 

APRIL 

League Board Meeting 

Wednesday, April 11, 1:00–3:00 pm 
Umpqua Bank Conference Room 
1500 Soscol Avenue, Napa 
Members and nonmembers are welcome. 

“Equal Means Equal” & the ERA 

Wednesday, April 18, 7:00 pm 

Napa County Public Library 

580 Coombs Street, Napa 

Education and advocacy program 
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President’s Message 
By Robyn Orsini 

The schedule in the left column does not indicate all the activi-

ties the Napa League is currently involved in. Members are    

visiting service groups in every community in the county to talk 

about the new Voter’s Choice Act. We are also organizing visits 

to senior living communities to talk about the VCA. And we are   

supporting the registrar of voter’s efforts for community educa-

tion by having an information table at his VCA workshops (see 

page 2 for the schedule).                                       continued on page 2  



OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS! 

The Napa County Election Division is looking 
for Vote Center Leads and Clerks to work for 
three weeks up to and including the primary 
election and another three weeks up to and 
including the general election. These jobs are 
temporary paid positions, with overtime.  
Including election day, two vote centers will 
be open for 11 days and 6 for 4 days. Work-
ers will receive 30 hours of paid training. No 
special skills are required. The registrar of 
voters is anxiously waiting to hear from you! 
Apply on line for either position at www. 

countyofnapa.org/715/Napa-County-Careers.  

President’s Message, continued from page 1 

Our VCA partner, the Community Leaders Coalition, is holding 

two workshops on March 29th—one UpValley and one Down-

Valley, both at Napa Valley college campuses (see   details on 

page 1 sidebar). The registrar of voters and other members of 

the coalition will be talking about the Voter’s Choice Act. The 

Napa League has another role not related to VCA education: 

that of Training the Trainers to register people to vote.  

On that note, a week earlier, on Saturday, March 24th, we are 

planning to help register students to vote at the town hall and 

rally held for students and the community to talk about gun 

control (details are also on page 1). 

We’re looking forward to these registration activities, since ten 

League members recently received an in-depth training on   

registration, including new information about preregistering 

teens and how to navigate registration on the internet.    

While these activities are going on, we’re continuing to hold our 

usual education and advocacy programs. The program on Mon-

day, March 12th looks like it will be a packed house. Whether or 

not voters will take steps to begin preserving our watersheds is 

a hot topic, and some people seem surprised that the Napa 

League has  endorsed Measure C, the initiative concerned with 

helping to preserve county watersheds and oak woodlands 

from further development.  

This program, like many others we organize, has the goal of   

educating the public about an important local issue. “Issues”  by 

definition engender many points of view. Our local League     

relies on the research, analysis, and consensus policies of the 

California and US Leagues before advocating for change          

concerning any issue. On this issue, the Leagues are clear. A 

summary of their positions will be available at the program. Our 

statement of support reads as follows: 

 The League has long supported actions that promote the health of 

 our natural environment, with emphasis on conservation and high 

 standards of water quality. Maintaining pristine streams, rivers, wet

 lands, and the watershed are of of utmost importance in ensuring 

 reliable water supplies into the future. Our analysis of Measure C is 

 in keeping with League positions developed over 98 years of study, 

 and the LWVNC is proud to endorse this initiative. 

In mid-April, we are planning another issue-oriented program 

concerned with women’s rights. After a film about the state of 

equality for women in the United States, we will be discussing 

the status of passage of the Equal Rights Amendment. Yes, it’s a 

real possibility, and you can bet the Napa League is advocating 

for the 19th Amendment to become a reality! Stay tuned. 
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In last month’s President’s Message, I talked 

about some of the things the new VCA is  

trying to accomplish. Members have been 

giving short talks (with an informational 

handout) to service groups and senior living 

communities about what this pilot election 

project in Napa County is all about.  

We are also talking about the VCA at various 

League-sponsored and other community  

programs. We are hoping these efforts will 

help to spread the word about the benefits of 

this new legislation (SB 450, passed in 2016). 

John Tuteur, the Registrar of Voters, has   
arranged some educational programs to be 
held in each community. Two have occurred 
(Napa and American Canyon). Here’s the 
schedule for the others. Visit us at our table! 
If you’d like to help out, just contact Robyn at 
robyn@napanet.net 

 Yountville Community Center  

 Wednesday, March 21, 6:00 pm 

 Calistoga Community Center 

 Tuesday, March 27, 5:30 pm 

 St. Helena Public Library 

 Thursday, March 29, 5:30 pm 

 Angwin Firehouse 

 Thursday, April 5, 5:30 pm 

http://www.countyofnapa.org/715/Napa-County-Careers
http://www.countyofnapa.org/715/Napa-County-Careers
mailto:robyn@napanet.net


P.O. Box 10560, Napa CA 94559 
LWVNapa@gmail.com 
Facebook/LWVNapa 

Making Democracy Work® 

 

Joanne Gifford has agreed to chair the Nominating 

Committee. Also serving is Kathleen Whiteaker. 

Kim Farmer is serving as the one required board 

member. Thanks to all!  

This committee is responsible for recommending 

names for board positions that need to be filled.   

According to LWVNC Bylaws, the first and second 

vice presidents and the treasurer are due to be 

elected in 2018, an even-numbered year. (The pres-

ident and secretary are up for election in 2019.)  

The board would like to add two to three new direc-

tors to the board (there are now six members). If 

you would like to throw your hat into the ring, or if 

you’d like to recommend someone else to do so, 

you’re encouraged to contact a committee member 

(see your roster).  

Nominations will come before the board in May, in 

time for the annual meeting in June, when members 

vote for who will be on the board. Board responsi-

bilities begin on July 1st and last for two years.  

LOBBYING & ADVOCACY TAX LAW FOR  

§501(c)(3) NONPROFIT CHARITIES 

Ingrid Swenson and Robyn Orsini attended a work-

shop on the legal aspects of lobbying and political 

activities of a §501(c)(3) nonprofit charity in rela-

tion to tax law. The presenter was Eric Gorovitz, a 

principal at the San Francisco law firm of Adler and 

Colvin. The program was sponsored by the Commu-

nity Leaders Coalition. Here are a few highlights of 

his informative talk. 

IRS law considers advocacy and lobbying to be the 

same thing. While nonprofit charities should not 

spend too much on lobbying efforts, IRS law isn’t 

clear about what constitutes “too much.” A safe 

range is 5 to 20 percent of total expenditures. 

Direct lobbying is when someone representing a 

nonprofit attempts to influence a legislator or       

government decision maker about specific legisla-

tion. Lobbying does not apply when speaking to 

school boards, zoning and planning commissions, 

and administrators. The test is whether an issue will 

be voted on, not just recommended. To quote Mr. 

Gorovitz, “If there is no call to action, then it is 

not lobbying.” 

Grassroots lobbying is when someone represent-

ing a nonprofit tries to influence the general public 

about legislation, which includes a specific call to 

action. Just talking about an issue doesn’t count as 

lobbying. 

Many advocacy activities are not considered      

lobbying under IRS law. For example, an op ed piece 

in a newspaper that educates people about a certain  

issue is not lobbying as long as there is no request to 

act, such as voting Yes or No.  

Nonpartisan research and analysis of political and 

social issues, including sources and dealing with  

opposing arguments, are not considered lobbying if 

presented to decision makers in the form of a        

report. It can include recommendations but not  

specific action. Model legislation can even be includ-

ed as an appendix. 

Lobbying does not occur if a government decision 

maker makes a written request for an organiza-

tion’s research assistance. Always keep a paper trail! 

We learned a lot more, but we went away feeling 

more confident about LWVNC’s advocacy efforts.     
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Board Members  
 President: Robyn Orsini, St. Helena 

 Vice-President: Linda Dietiker-Yolo, Napa 

 Vice-President: Kathy Sokolik, American Canyon 

 Secretary: Ingrid Swenson, Napa 

 Treasurer: Kim Farmer, St. Helena 

 Action Chair/Director: Joyce Kingery, Napa 

To send comments about Voter or to submit articles, 

please contact Voter editor Robyn Orsini at 

robyn@napanet.net. 

mailto:robyn@napanet.net

