
Making Democracy Work® 

President’s Message 
By Robyn Orsini 

In the turmoil of these times, it is easy to forget how very lucky most of us 

are. Even with illness, grief, or hardship, we have our own beds to lie down 

in, food on the table, and family and friends who love us. I am glad to see the 

holidays arrive every year to remind of these “tidings of great joy.” No    

matter what our holiday traditions are, they are likely to include gatherings 

together of our family, friends, and community to celebrate the season.  

While we give thanks for our Great Good Fortune in Life, it is a time to think 

about others and how we can, in our own unique ways, help to make the 

world a better place to live in, now and in the future. As members, thank you 

for doing your part to support our League in pursuit of the goal of  

 

December 2018 Issue       

  Voter  

WELCOME to new board directors Jennifer Baker and Nancy Moore, who were 

voted onto the board in October. We want to thank departing board member  

Linda Dietiker-Yolo for her service on the board and for all the volunteer work 

she has done for the League in the past.  
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This photo was taken at the League’s post-election party, held on November 28th. About 15 

partyers attended. Shown here (l to r) are Kathy Felch (vice-president), Charlotte Williams   

(member), Bernie Brooks (director), Kim Farmer (treasurer), Joyce Kingery (director), Robyn   

Orsini (president), Nancy Moore (director), and Kathleen Whiteaker (director). Directors Ingrid 

Swenson and Jennifer Baker are not shown. 



MLK School Essay Contest 

This year, Nancy 

Moore is repre-

senting the League 

as part of the MLK  

Coalition that is 

holding a Dare to 

Dream Essay Con-

test in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The contest is open for 6th to 12th 

graders. Winners from each grade  

level will be selected, as well as one 

winner each from middle and high 

school. Winners will be announced at 

the MLK Community Celebration on 

January 21st. More information will be 

forthcoming about our exciting MLK 

Day Project.  

      LEAGUE & COMMUNITY 

CALENDAR 
    January 

League Board Meeting 

Wednesday, January 9, 1:00–3:00 pm 

Umpqua Bank Conference Room 

1500 Soscol Avenue, Napa 

Members are welcome to attend 

Seminar on “The Idea of America”  

Thursdays,  January 17 & 24, 2:00–4:00 pm 

McCarthy Library Community Room         

Napa Valley College 

Members have priority to sign up until     

December 20th; see details on page 3; email 

LWVNapa@gmail.com with your questions 

or to get an application 

Third Annual Women’s March 

Saturday, January 21, Napa 

Details will be forthcoming  

MLK Day School Essay Contest 

Monday, January 21, 6:00 pm 

Napa Valley College 

“I have a dream that my four little children 

will one day live in a nation where they will 

not be judged by the color of their skin but 

by the content of their character.” Has Dr. 

King’s dream . . . been achieved?” 

See details in next column 

MLK Day Project 

Monday, January 21, 10:00 am–1:00 pm 

Napa Valley College 

Exhibit and information on “Voting Rights 

1920, Equal Rights 2020!” 

February 

League Board Meeting 

Wednesday, February 13, 1:00–3:00 pm 

Umpqua Bank Conference Room 

1500 Soscol Avenue, Napa 

Members are welcome to attend 

Seminar on “The Idea of America”  

Thursdays, February 7, 14, 21 & 28,  

2:00–4:00 pm 

McCarthy Library Community Room 

Napa Valley College 

Bay Area League Day 

DEI in Action – DEI in Practice? 

Saturday, February 9, 9:30 am–4:30 pm 

See details in next column 

MEET NEW US CEO VIRGINIA CASE 
She’s warm. Articu-

late. Thoughtful. 

Young. Charismatic. 

A breath of fresh 

air. Hear our new 

national spokes-

woman speak at 

Bay  Area League 

Day! She is the new 

face of the US 

League.  
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The MONITOR & MONITOR NOTES from LWV BAY AREA 
Started in 1975, the Bay Area Monitor is 

published six times a year by the LWVBA. 

Its focus is on in-depth articles on transpor-

tation, air quality, water, open space, and 

land-use issues in the nine-county San 

Francisco Bay Area. It is distributed in print 

and online to elected and appointed      

officials, government staff, business and 

community leaders, nonprofits, library  

patrons, engaged residents, and, of course, 

League members.  

To better engage its readers, LWVBA      

recently launched Monitor Notes, a weekly 

email newsletter featuring article updates, 

regional policy news, and announcements 

from local Leagues. The email newsletter 

coincides with the launch of a new Monitor 

website, funded by a grant from Craig New-

mark Philanthropies. Visit www.bayarea 

monitor.org/subscribe to sign up for the free 

online Monitor and Notes, so you can stay        

informed on regional issues. 

http://www.bayareamonitor.org/subscribe
http://www.bayareamonitor.org/subscribe


Affordable Housing in Aspen 
A Report on a Housing Coalition Meeting on July 2, 2018 

By Joyce Kingery 
As most of you are aware, a huge community issue is that many people who 

work in Napa can’t afford to live here, which contributes to worsening    

traffic problems. A lack of housing opportunities also means that employers 

can’t find enough employees who are willing to commute to work. Until this 

situation is mitigated, the strength of our economy will continue to be       

affected. These same problems can be found in many tourist economies 

throughout the country—in cities such as Santa Barbara and La Jolla in     

California; in Santa Fe, New Mexico; and in Aspen, Colorado.   

The Napa Housing Coalition invited a very knowledge-

able speaker on this subject to its meeting on July 2nd. 

Steve Barwick, city manager in Aspen for the last 19 

years, spoke about his city’s approach to providing  

affordable housing. By the early ’70s, the continuing 

loss of free-market employee housing created a need 

for more affordable housing in the community. In    

response, by the mid-’70s, Aspen started building deed-restricted workforce 

housing. In 1982, the Aspen/Pitkin County Housing Authority (APCHA) was 

created to oversee affordable housing for those with low, moderate, and 

middle incomes who were permanent residents and employed full-time in 

the city or county. Along with city government, the commercial interests in 

town saw this approach as a way to attract viable candidates for jobs and      

enable them to live in town. They used 

state law to restrict housing deeds. New 

employees could then either rent or buy     

depending on their income.  

Currently, about 50 percent of the popu-

lation in Aspen live in affordable hous-

ing. These tenants or homeowners include town employees, doctors, teach-

ers, firefighters, police, and industry workers. Steve explained many details 

about how the program works. Of particular interest are two city-dedicated 

taxes for affordable housing—a 1/4 percent sales tax and a real estate 

transfer tax—which raise around $10 million a year. An amount such as this 

is what’s needed to be able to build housing that is truly affordable.  
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The Napa League was extremely busy 

from August through October with elec-

tion-related activities. Thanks to all who 

made these activities happen. Here are 

some of the highlights.  

Held four candidate forums for Napa 

city council members, St. Helena and 

Calistoga mayor and city council mem-

bers, and trustees for the Napa Valley 

College. Co-chairs: Bernadette Brooks 

and Robyn Orsini; assist: Joyce Kingery 

Provided live instant translations of 

three candidate forums. Working with 

community partners that provided the 
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Trained promotoras communitarias 

about voter registration and how to 

learn about ballot propositions. These 

Spanish-speaking and bilingual volun-

teers then reached out to other groups, 

thus helping to educate our community. 

Special thanks to Indira Lopez, UpValley 

Family Centers, for her leadership. 

Provided pros and cons information 

about state propositions and local 

measures. The League had information 

tables at the forums, which were man-

aged by members who had studied the 

issues and could answer questions. 

It’s amazing to me that we still have to tell people about the  importance 

of voting . . . People have to be educated, they have to be focused on the 

issues, and they have to go to the polls if they want their politics to       

reflect their values.    

        —Michelle Obama, from interview with Robin Roberts on ABC-TV 

         interview, 11/1/2018. 

ACTIVITIES RELATED TO THE 2018 GENERAL ELECTION  

“ 
” 

equipment, translators broadcast the  

proceedings to Spanish speakers 

through wired headphones. Many bilin-

gual volunteers also helped at the      

forums. Partners: Puertas abiertas, On 

the Move, and Community Healthcare in 

Napa, and UpValley Family Centers in 

UpValley towns; translators Rosa Elena 

Uhes and Stephany Ortiz (shown above).  

Tabled at the American Canyon candi-

dates forum. We were invited to pro-

vide registration and election materials 

at a forum arranged by American     

Canyon’s Chamber of Commerce. Table 

host: Bernadette Brooks. 

Spanish-speaking assistance came from 

Promotoras comunitarias, who used 

League materials in Spanish. League 

“experts”: Charlotte Williams and Pat 

Haynes (shown above with promotoras 

at the Calistoga forum), Jan Darter,    

Suzanne James, Joyce Kingery, and Mary 

Lu Kennelly. 

Provided registration and ballot infor-

mation to senior living facilities and 

communities. As needed, members    

explained proposition pros and cons, 

distributed League recommendations, 

and reregistered voters. Leader: Joyce 

Kingery.          (continued on page 6) 
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Thanks to a grant sponsored by LWVC and 

Next Gen, LWVNC registered or preregistered 

916 students this fall. We went to four 

schools, two large and two small. Here are 

the school outcomes: Napa: 297, American 

Canyon: 527, Camille Creek: 14, and St.     

Helena: 78.  

We had  great teacher and member assis-

tance in organizing the campaigns. Thanks to 

Nancy Moore, Jennifer Baker, Linda Dietiker-

Yolo, Joyce Kingery, and Robyn Orsini for their 

invaluable help. Mega-thanks to the many 

volunteers who made the campaign possible 

by helping in classrooms and a rally. We are 

sorry we can’t name you all here!  

GENERAL ELECTION ACTIVITIES, continued from page 5 

tember, the program was hosted by the 

Community One Foundation. Speaker: 

Robyn Orsini. 

Making Democracy Work® 
P.O. Box 10560, Napa CA 94559 

LWVNapa@gmail.com  Facebook/LWVNapa 

 

This time, after training by League organizers, 

students at Napa and AmCan led the class-

room registrations; only one volunteer was 

needed to be present with each group. Napa    

student leaders also helped register at a large 

rally they had organized. 

Classroom visits started with a 9-minute film 

on the Napa League’s “The History of Voting 

Rights in America,” an eye-opener! View it on 

YouTube at https://you.tu.be/2hpld9sCMrs. 

FALL 2018 HIGH SCHOOL REGISTRATION CAMPAIGN – A GREAT SUCCESS! 

Spoke about propositions at a Methodist 

church in American Canyon, whose     

parishioners are primarily Filipino. 

Speaker: Robyn Orsini. 

Distributed a handout giving LWVC     

recommendations on state propositions 

and the tax measures recommended by 

LWVNC. These were available at all   

forums, events, and tables, and were 

sent out to a network of groups and  

individuals via email. Local newspapers 

published a letter to the editor listing 

the recommendations. Research: Joyce 

Kingery; handout: Robyn Orsini 

Collected and transmitted information 

provided by local candidates to Voter’s 

Edge, the popular election website run 

by LWV California and MapLite. Data 

mining: Kim Farmer. 

Participated in a panel discussion about 

the Voter’s Choice Act. Held at the 

Yountville Community Center in Sep- 

 

Created a survey concerning voters’   

experience with the new Voter’s Choice 

Act instituted in the 2018 primary elec-

tion. The surveys were provided in 

both English and Spanish; paper copies 

were passed out at League forums and 

other events. They were also available 

online through SurveyMonkey. Results 

will be available soon. Survey develop-

ment: Robyn Orsini & Voter’s Choice   

Napa members; survey creation and   

tally analysis: Jennifer Baker. 

https://you.tu.be/2hpld9sCMrs

