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 CALENDAR 
  January 

Napa County Board of Supervisors meeting 

Tuesday, January 9, 9:00am 

1195 3rd Street, Room 310, Napa 

See article on page 2 for details 

League Board meeting 

Note NEW day (2nd Wed), same time 

Wednesday, January 10, 1:00–3:00pm 

Round Table Pizza, 1331 Solano Ave., Napa 

Members and nonmembers are welcome 

MLK Monday: A Day of Action and              

Compassion 

Monday, January 15, 9:00am–5:00pm 

Basecamp: St. John’s Church Parish Hall,    

924 Napa St., Napa  

MLK Community Celebration 

Monday, January 15th, 7:00 pm 

St. John’s Church, 960 Caymus Street, Napa 

See article on page 2 for details 

Women’s Anniversary March 

Saturday, January 20, 10:00–10:30am 

Marchers meet on School Street between           

1st and 3rd Streets, Napa; Expo program 

See article on page 2 for details 

February 

Historical Resources Commission meeting 

Friday, February 2, 9:00am 

State Resources Building, Auditorium 

1416 9th Street, Sacramento 

See article on page 2 for details 

Bay Area League Day 

Saturday, February 3, 9:30am–3:00pm 

Laney College, Oakland 

See article on page 4 for details 

League Board meeting 

Wednesday, February 14: 1:00–3:00pm 

Round Table Pizza, 1331 Solano Ave., Napa 

Members and nonmembers are welcome 

 

President’s Message 
By Robyn Orsini 

Amidst all the incredibly discouraging political news that we 

are accosted with every day, reality begins to feel, well, fake. I 

mean, it’s hard to believe how anyone could make this stuff up. 

How could our so-called democracy get into such a rut so fast?  

That said, I am impressed by all the hope in 

the air. We as a nation, or at least in pockets 

of the nation, have “woke” with a passion to 

effectuate change. I haven’t experienced 

such zeal since the days of marching against 

the Vietnam War. Back then, it seemed as if 

everyone I knew wanted to do something to 

end that horrible war. Nowadays, so many things are going 

awry, it’s hard to know what to focus on. But the intense desire 

to make change is a galvanizing force, an antidote to utter      

depression at the sad state of so many affairs. 

Thus, I cannot help but feel 

uplifted by two major commu-

nity events happening in Napa 

in January: MLK Day and Cele-

bration on the 15th and the 

Women’s March on the 20th 

(find out more on page 2). I’m 

looking forward to seeing 

how both the MLK holiday and this second Women’s March will 

be celebrated in other likeminded places across our land.  

In my mind, I listen as Rosa Parks says No and refuses to give 

up her seat on a bus (see article on page 3); I 

hear MLK’s deep, sonorous voice, calling out 

so eloquently for equal rights; and I picture all 

the women who, little by little, finally gained 

the right to vote. It helps me realize that the 

time is never for despair. Now is the time to 

let our voices be heard, loudly, and most     

importantly, together. Here’s wishing a Happy 

New Year to all of us working—together—to make the world a 

better place. 
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“First We March, Then We Vote— 
Hear Our Voices” 

That’s the theme of this year’s Women’s Anniver-

sary March Napa Valley, which will be held on    

Saturday, January 20th. Women, men, and children 

will congregate on School Street between First and 

Third Streets starting at 10:00am.  

  “We will join a national movement to unify  

  and empower those who stand for women’s 

  rights, civil liberties, social justice, and        

  human rights.” —Irit Weir, march organizer 

Marching will begin at 10:30am along a route that 

ends up at the Napa Valley Expo, located at 575 

3rd Street. The program will begin at 11:00am and 

will feature a number of speakers and enter-

tainers. This year, there will be room for tables so 

that nonprofits and activist groups will have a 

chance to hand out their literature and talk to   

people about what they do.  

Look for the League’s banner and join us as we 

march. We will also have an information table at 

Expo, telling people about the new Voters Choice 

Act being implemented in Napa County and the 

various ways the League will be getting out the 

vote. Please come by! 

To complicate matters somewhat, the Napa County 

Infirmary building, located on the property as part 

of the former Health and Human Services cam-

pus—has been nominated to be on the National 

Register of Historic Places. The nomination was 

submitted by Napa County Landmarks to the State 

Historical Resources Commission, which will be 

hearing testimony on the nomination on February 

2nd (see page 1 calendar for details). Interested 

parties may attend and speak at the meeting, or 

send comments by January 17th to California State 

Parks, Office of Historic Preservation, Julianne   

Polanco, State Historic Preservation Officer, 1725 

23rd Street, Suite 100, Sacramento, CA 95816. 

Update on the Old Sonoma Road Property 
By Linda Dietiker-Yolo, Housing Chair 

Napa County received three responses indicating 

interest in purchasing the Old Sonoma Road prop-

erty based on a Public Lands Act surplus notifica-

tion. The three contenders—Bridge, Pacific West, 

and the City of Napa—all indicated they wanted to 

use the site for affordable housing. At its January 

9th meeting (see details on page 1 calendar), the 

Board of Supervisors will determine a minimum 

price before bids are submitted. The public is    

welcome to attend and give comments. 

MLK DAY AND EVENING. Every year on the third 

Monday of January, our nation honors the great 

civil rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr. In Napa 

County, MLK’s legacy is being remembered with a 

“Day of Action and Compassion.” During the day, 

people will gather at St. John’s Church Parish Hall 

in Napa (see calendar on page 1) to work on     

community service activities. The League will have 

a table with information about the Voters Choice 

Act and other voter information. Please email 

Robyn Orsini at robyn@napanet.net if you would 

like to help at  the  table.  (It’ll be fun!)  To  find  out   
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some of the service activities being planned, go to 

http://volunteer.cvnl.cdoc_id=4643. 

The community is then invited to an “MLK Cele-

bration” (refer to the calendar for details). On the 

program the winners of an essay contest for     

middle-schoolers will be announced. Sponsored by 

the MLK Coalition, the Napa County Office of       

Education, and the LWVNC, the contest’s theme is 

“Dare to Dream.” League members helped to plan 

the contest and  co-read the entries. (Again, lots of 

fun!) We hope to see you at both events. 

mailto:robyn@napanet.net
http://volunteer.cvnl.cdoc_id=4643


ROSA PARKS: FIRST LADY OF CIVIL RIGHTS 

As we celebrate the memory of Martin Luther 

King, Jr., a commanding leader in the forefront of 

gaining civil rights for black Americans, let us also 

acknowledge all the foot soldiers who marched 

along beside him. 

Rosa Parks is considered “the mother of the free-

dom movement.” She is known for refusing to give 

up her seat to a white man on a Montgomery bus, 

thus starting the Montgomery bus boycott, lasting 

381 days until the US Supreme Court declared that 

segregated buses were unconstitutional.  

On December 1, 1955, she got on the bus on her 

way home from work as a department store seam-

stress. In Montgomery, the first ten seats in the 

front were for whites, the ten seats in the back for 

blacks. The “colored section” in the middle section 

was determined by a movable sign. Rosa sat in the 

only seat left in the designated colored middle  

section. When the white section filled up, leaving 

one man standing, the bus driver told the four 

blacks sitting nearest the white section to move 

back, saying, “Y’all better make it light on your-

selves and let me have those seats.” The other 

three did, moving to the back and standing. This 

one white man would require these four seats   

because whites and blacks could not sit next to or 

across from each other.  

Moving would mean Rosa would also have to 

stand. The driver asked if she was going to stand 

up. She said, “No.” He said, “Well, I’m going to have 

you arrested.” She replied, “You may do that.”   

People have an image of her doing this act of civil 

disobedience as an old woman, tired out after 

work. She was 42 years old and no more tired than 

usual. “No,” she said in an autobiography, “the only 

tired I was, was tired of giving in.” 

It is mistaken to believe that the Montgomery 

NAACP chapter put her up to this. It was only after 

Rosa was arrested that the NAACP felt this was the 

test case they were looking for. Here was Rosa, 

middle-aged, married, a hard-working seam-

stress—dignified and very shy. (In fact, it was four 

other women who had been kicked off a bus or  

arrested for refusing to give up their seats who 

won their lawsuit (Browder v. Gayle) in the          

Supreme Court, integrating the buses at last.)  

What people don’t know about Rosa Parks is her 

lifelong history of civic engagement. Eleven years 

before, she had been put off a bus (by the same 

driver) for getting on the bus through the front 

door. Before but not during the bus incident, she 

was secretary to the Montgomery NAACP for 11 

years and was involved in other civic concerns. 

Deeply religious, she was a lifelong member of the 

African Methodist Episcopal Church (AME). 

In 1957, she moved to Detroit; her brother had 

moved there years before. She had been receiving 

death threats; many civil rights leaders had had 

their homes bombed or burned; and because of her 

notoriety, she could no longer get work in            

Alabama. In 1965, she began working for newly 

elected John Conyers to the US House, a job she 

held for 23 years. She died in Detroit in 2005 at age 

92. Every February 4th is national Rosa Parks Day. 
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MAKE IT FAIR! REFORM PROP 13!  
By Joyce Kingery, Action Chair 

The League of Women Voters of California, as part of 

the Make It Fair coalition, filed an initiative on       

December 15th to close the corporate loophole in 

Proposition 13 that keeps too many companies from 

paying their fair share.   

Californians deserve world-class schools and univer-

sities, quality healthcare, safe neighborhoods, and 

affordable homes.  That is what our taxes should pay 

for. The California Schools and Local Communities 

Funding Act of 2018 is the responsible, fair, and  

long-overdue tax system to ensure that California 

can thrive now and into the future. The act would 

create a “split-roll” tax that would tax nonresiden-

tial, nonagricultural commercial property, a tax that 

would give the state over $11 billion per year in  

revenue, monies that would go directly to fund 

schools and local governments. 
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Caution: Read Before You Sign! 
The LWV California advises caution when signing 

initiative petitions. Voters are often asked to sign a 

petition “just to get it on the ballot.” LWVC recom-

mends, however, that you only sign a petition for 

something you believe actually belongs on the bal-

lot. Once placed on the ballot, a bad initiative has a 

real chance of passing! Before you sign, think 

about the following: 

Is the issue complex? Sometimes a simple Yes or 

No is all that’s required. The more complex an   

issue is, the more it should be handled with legisla-

tive examination and debate. 

Is the petition confusing to read? Initiatives that 

aren’t straightforward or contain inconsistencies 

may require court resolution or interpretation. 

Does it belong in the Constitution? Is the initia-

tive so fundamental that it should never be 

changed? It is cumbersome and costly to change a 

constitutional amendment. 

How will it be funded? An initiative should define 

its revenue source or be clear about what budget 

cuts would have to be made to fund it. 

Who is behind it? There are a number of sources 

that will tell you who the top contributors are and 

how much they have paid. LWVC’s Voter’s Edge 

(votersedge.org/ca) is one of them. 

When you are asked to sign an initiative petition, 

you will usually be asked to read only a summary. 

By law, a full copy of the initiative must be            

attached, and you must be able to read it in its    

entirety. Do not hesitate to do so. By all means, do 

sign petitions that would be beneficial to your lo-

cale or state, or ones that you truly feel the public 

should have the opportunity to decide. 

P.O. Box 10560, Napa CA 94559 
Email: lwvnapa@gmail.com 
Website: www.lwvnapa.org 

Facebook: www.facebook/LWVNapa 

Making Democracy Work® 

Our Napa League would like to start gathering sig-

natures this month, and we need your help! Please 

email me at joyce.kingery@gmail.com or call me at 

707-927-5503 if you can help gather signatures for 

this important initiative to be put on November’s 

ballot. Petitions will be at our tables for MLK Day 

and the Women’s March. 

[ Bay Area League Day—February 3rd ] 
Members are invited to attend an all-day meeting 

of the Bay Area League, the nine-county inter-

league of which we are a member (see the calendar 

on page 1 for details). The topic is “Regional Gov-

ernment: Winds of Change.” The event includes a 

continental breakfast and lunch. The cost is $35 in 

advance or $40 at the door. Go to lwvbayarea.org 

for more information and to make your reserva-

tion. Email lwvnapa@gmail.com to carpool. 

mailto:joyce.kingery@gmail.com
mailto:lwvnapa@gmail.com

